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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce the generation of 
weakly electrified and overelectrified toner and to obtain 
stable electrifying performance, even if the size of a 
grain is made smaller by specifying a shape factor and 
its standard deviation. 

SOLUTION: Electrostatic charge latent image developing 
toner having the shape factor in the range of 1.01-1.50 
and the standard deviation of <0.1 in the shape factor is 
used. A two-component developer incorporating the 
toner is carried on a developer carrier 2 having a magnet 
2B inside by magnetic force, to be carried to a 
developing region 5 by the movement of a developing 
sleeve 2A. At the time of carrying, the thickness of a 
developer layer 6 is regulated so that it is never brought 
into contact with a photoreceptor 1 in the developing 
region 5, by a developer layer regulating member 4. At 
this time, the maximum gap (Dsd) of the developing 
region 5 is made larger than the thickness of the 
developer layer 6 carried to the region 5. 
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